
OUTLOOK 

As the new chairman for HIS House, I was thinking about how to name this section of the 
VIEW.  Carolyn Holmes used From the Corner Chair for her messages.  Since I am the ôinfantõ 
to this position, I momentarily considered View From The Highchair; was to and fro on The 
Rocking Chair, and after considering how much effort Carolyn put into this position, I        
immediately abandoned The Easy Chair.   As we look to the year ahead, I decided an appropri-
ate name would be Outlook.  Here, I hope to impart not only the accomplishments at HIS 
House, but also the plans and hopes that we share in the continuation of our ministry to those 
less   fortunate. 

Just as we need to know some details about new residents at the Shelter, it is fitting that I     
introduce myself.  I have been involved with the Board at HIS House for about 5 years. My wife, 
Carole, and I are 42 year residents of Placentia.  We have three grown children and the two 
sweetest granddaughters in the world.  Over the years I have held offices with PTA, band    
boosters, Boy Scouts, and am an Elder and Deacon at Placentia Presbyterian Church.  As of 
2006, I retired from a career in engineering and sales involving electronic fingerprint systems. 

New opportunities and challenges, are filling the year ahead. Our dedicated and energetic Board 
members are ready to take on those obligations and opportunities.  The tough economic times 
have kept the Shelter quite full.  Our current headcount is 32 in the Shelter and 5 in the Second 
Step program at the 913 property.  We are in need of additional space for this follow-on pro-
gram and are looking at the possibility of leasing another property to hold additional Second 
Step residents.  This is an exciting development as it means more people have made it that much 
closer to complete independence.  Our ability to provide this additional   stepping stone just 
adds to the assurance that they will make it. 

Of course, none of this would be possible without the dedicated hard work of staff as well as the 
many volunteers both at the Shelter and at Charityõs Closet.  Charityõs Closet has been the most 

amazing success story!  Barbara Goff and Cynthia Marshall have 
put together the right people with the right business plan at the 
right location to meet a real need.  This isnõt your ordinary thrift store 
ð it is the TOPS!  Your high quality donations keep making this work 
beyond our expectations.  Thank You. 

One of the hardest working people around HIS House is Bob (Hutch)   
Hutchinson, our handyman of all trades.  If you donõt find Bob under a sink or 

patching drywall, he is probably fixing the roof or rewiring something.  If you 
stop by the Shelter, check out the remodeled kitchens and new countertops 

from Olive Mill.  They are beautiful and much appreciated by the residents. 

There are still many challenges ahead. These include eliminating termites at 
the Shelter and fixing up the new Second Step facility (once the lease agree-

ment is signed). These will take funds and labor to accomplish.  There is an   
envelope enclosed with this newsletter for you to provide funding for some of the       
projects and programs at HIS House.  Your donations help us keep and expand 
the programs and facilities we offer.  We have much to do and need many 
hands to help us do it.  A  helping hand lifts someone elseõs life. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Allen Sypherd, Chairman 
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Spring, 2010  

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Charityõs Closet 

    During the busy Spring Cleaning 
Season, don't forget Charity's Closet 

a Look for the perfect new spring wardrobe!   
a  Remember us when you do your spring cleaning!        
a Give a Charity's Closet gift certificate to those you love 

and for those who love Charity's Closet. 
 

The shop is open Tuesday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Sunday 
from noon to 4 p.m. It is closed on Mondays. Donations are accepted Monday 

thru Sunday during store hours. 

 

On March 21, 2010, a beautiful Sunday afternoon, H.I.S House hosted a baby 

shower for a previous resident, Robin. Although she already has two children, Robin  

never had a baby shower. There was a delicious amount of Mexican food, such as crispy 

tacos, enchiladas, chips and salsa, and salad. The residents and t h e 

mother -to - be really enjoyed the delicious food. After the residents ate 

and socialized with the mother -to -be they played the traditional baby 

shower games. They played òGuess the tummy sizeó of mommy-to -be, 

òNever cross your legsó, òGuess how many safety pins in the bottleó, òBaby 

Bingoó, òFinish the Baby Rhymeó, òHow many baby things you can nameó, 

òCotton ball Gameó, and òBaby Alphabet Gameó. The winner of each game 

received a ticket to pick their prize of choice from the prize box. The kids 

were really excited to play the games and even more excited to win. The 

residents and the mother -to -be had a great time.  

After the games, the mother -to -be proceeded to open the gifts the resi-

dents were able to give her with the help of H.I.S House or donations. 

Some of the gifts included diapers, a stroller, a baby bath tub, bottles, 

simple baby needs, clothing, and so much more. Mother -to -be Robin was 

very appreciative of all the gifts and of the celebration to welcome her 

new baby. 

Spring Shower 

 

 

Not So Secret Santaõs 

It seem that no matter how hectic 

the holiday season gets with people 

rushing here their and everywhere 

H.I.S House is never forgotten.  

The number of calls we receive 

asking us if we need anything for 

our residents for Christmas are 

too innumerable to count. Scouts,   

families, clubs, schools and 

churches all gave so much to our 

families that we had to rent a POD 

to hide and store all the gifts from 

Santa.  Thank you all for your     

wondrous sprit of giving.  

 


